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INDONESIA — PERTH–EAST JAVA PROVINCE — SISTER STATE RELATIONSHIP 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.11 am]: It is with great pleasure that 
I announce that the state government continues to strengthen our relationship with Indonesia, in particular our sister 
state relationship with East Java, through broader collaboration, including youth development and cultural exchange. 
The East Java Persebaya under-19 soccer team will arrive in Perth today for a football exchange program under 
the initiative to broaden our sister state relationship with East Java. Football West is hosting the visit by the 
Persebaya under-19 team. The team is here for an eight-day tour to undertake training; play against local teams; 
tour Perth, Fremantle and Rottnest Island; and visit the Western Australian Institute of Sport. The Persebaya 
players were selected from different regions of Indonesia. Many players are from low-income families and this 
exchange offers an important developmental opportunity for these young people. Persebaya’s visit provides a great 
opportunity to strengthen our people-to-people ties with the province. Nothing brings people together more than 
sport, and we hope that this football exchange will further develop these ties, particularly between young people 
who will drive these relationships in the future. 
East Java has been a sister state to Western Australia for almost 30 years. In September 2017, I was pleased to 
re-sign the memorandum of understanding covering a range of topics that aim to strengthen our ties. As the 
Minister for Asian Engagement, I wish to reinforce the importance of our relationship with Indonesia at all levels 
of society. The McGowan government recognises the significant value and benefits that social and cultural 
exchange brings to our respective countries and communities. I wish the Persebaya players a memorable stay in 
Perth and look forward to many more football exchanges with teams from Asia. 
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